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in absence of purpose and loss of coherence. The work would have been 
given greater clarity and definiteness if the relation of the material 
presented to the principle of association of ideas or to the principle 
enunciated in the preface had been more consistently pointed out. 
The tone of the work is judicial. A most complete bibliography is 
appended. 

F. Stuart Chapin 
Smith College 
Northampton, Massachusetts 



The Color Line in Ohio. A History of Race Prejudice in a Typical 
Northern State. By Frank U. Quiixin, Ph.D. "University 
of Michigan Historical Studies," III. Ann Arbor: The Ann 
Arbor Press, 1913. Pp. xvi-f-178. 

This monograph is of a type that is needed to gain more local and 
more exact knowledge of the Negro problem. It is a study, from source 
material and personal interview, of the historical development and 
present-day conditions of race antagonism in Ohio, "a typical northern 
state." The chief conclusion of the research is that prejudice against 
the Negro has never been absent from Ohio and that it has waxed rather 
than waned in the past hundred years in accordance with the principle 
of increasing numerical proportion. In the introduction the writer 
states that working independently he has arrived at the same general 
conclusion of Alfred H. Stone in his book Studies of the American Race 
Problem. 

The first part of the book, treating of the historical development of 
the Negro problem, discusses the rise and persistence of the feeling 
against the Negro. In the first constitutional convention in 1802 a 
motion embodying the 1787 ordinance prohibition of slavery in the 
Northwest Territory carried by but one vote. The Black Laws which 
indicated the real attitude of the majority of the people to slavery were 
repealed, not by a revulsion of public opinion, but by a political trade 
of the Free Soil party, which held the balance of power in the state 
legislature. Since the Civil War the writer shows that "equal rights 
in Ohio for blacks and whites is a myth," and he believes that the feel- 
ing against the Negro is "increasing rapidly, especially during the last 
twenty years." 

The second part of the book, which deals with present-day conditions 
in the largest cities and certain selected towns, is less valuable as a study , 
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though of greater general interest. It is a somewhat impressionistic 
account derived from personal interviews with persons of both races 
of the existing state of race antagonism. Even if the author has here 
presented a qualitative rather than a quantitative statement of northern 
feeling against the Negro, he has abundantly indicated that discrimina- 
tion against the Negro is not southern alone but national. 

Ernest W. Burgess 
University of Kansas 



The Government of American Cities. By William B. Munro. 
New York: Macmillan. Pp. viii+401. $2.25. 

The author of The Government of European Cities here presents a 
companion volume dealing with the government of American cities. 
The first book discussed both the structure and the function of European 
municipal organization and administration; the present work is confined 
to a description of the forms, past, present, and proposed, of city govern- 
ment in America. A second complementary volume is promised which 
will treat of the administration and actual functioning of municipal 
government. 

Throughout the book the author emphasizes the importance of a 
knowledge of historical development as prerequisite for the understand- 
ing of the present forms of city government. A central idea running 
through many chapters is that federal and state forms of government 
and the national system of political parties have exerted an influence 
out of all proportion to reason upon the structure and activities of city 
government. The present protests against the "federal analogy" with 
its principle of divided powers, against political parties in municipal 
elections, and against state interference in city affairs are signs of a 
reaction toward a functional form of organization. The author gives 
a cautious approval to city government by commission and to direct 
legislation and the recall after a decidedly fair consideration of the 
arguments for and against. 

To the sociologist the chapters entitled "American Municipal 
Development," "The Social Structure of the City," and "Municipal 
Reform and Reformers ' ' should prove especially helpful. The particular 
value of the book to social workers and reformers is thus succinctly 
stated by the author: "In an age when men appear far too ready to 
proceed with a diagnosis and to prescribe remedies without much pre- 



